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ANCC FAMILY LIFE MOVEMENT 


a: After Hiroshima and Nagasaki met their sad fate at the close of the 
"Pacific War, it was generally believed in Japan that the after-effect of 
"the atomic bomb would stay for seventy years or so, during which time no 
plants would grow on the soil hit by the bomb. Whether this statement is 
Ptrue or not is not to be discussed here. It is certain, however, that 
fthe after-effect of World War II remains long in Japan and its scar 
Pbroadens even today. One of the examples is moral deterioration. The 
Ptraditional code which for huncreds of years was Japants.moral backbone 
has been totally wiped out as a feudal institution and the principle of 
democracy has taken its place witnout being digested. Freedom of this 
and freedom of that have been claimed without knowing the true meaning 
‘of freedom. As a result, there has come a phenonienal increase in broken 
Mhomes, divorce cases, juvenile crime and sexual maladjustment of teen- 
-agers as well as youths. 


Tn order to satisfy the curiosity of people in the matter of sex and 

-to make monetary profit, a flood of books on sex has hit the bookstores, 

®. They are widely publicized to catch public attention and to: fan the 
Bcuriosity of the people for more. On the other hand, however, attempts 

‘have been made by many earnest leaders to publish literature on sex for 

f the purpose of giving right information and knowledge of sex, viewed fror 

& psychological, medical and social standpoints. Nevertheless, such good 

© books on sex and sex education are scarce in number and are not, widely 
"known, although church and school leaders are anxious to knew about them. 


- In order to meet the demand of church and school leaders, a "Bibliography 
M of Sex Education" was recently published by the Family Life Movement 

©. Gommittee of the National Christian Council of Japan. , The bibliography, 

® made with the assistance of lducation Ministry officials lists twenty-five 
books on sex education, all recommended to parents, teachers, and leaders 
of youth and church. 


r . Im addition to stating the price and size, an evaluation of each book 
©is given. "This bibliography helps me a lot," one Christian social worker 
Yemarked," when I go out and talk to my young folks. They “and. I'can 

'select good books on sex education and read. thei together." The Family 

Life Movement Committee is now planning its own pamphlets on Christian scx 
education. Yale Divinity Librany 

: Another plan of the Family Life Movement Committee is de "Bibl i@ation 
and sale of a| poster-size scroll, to be hung on the wall of Christian homes. 


La 
7 
-# 
< 
~ 
fe 


“ 


Homer ott 
eth ON) forge pele 


i SHIRE 


- "aT 
Ms vi > Cnet 
iy 
‘ 
(ye at A 
i) 
a { ‘A FI 
é apa! 
’ 
' 
—_ ) 


- i 
- 
1+ 
= i 
yy H : p| 
pt * 
~ 
oe 
ny 
¢ 
y :% 
Wt vi 
} a 
F 9 
I 
i] } 
— 5 
1S 1 t 
:i ‘ Wie: 
4 <9 ote - 4 
eres -" 
~ 
2 ‘ i ‘ . . 
t a re . . 
int sakes Eee Sb sit” pet 
Ao i.e a pAb O oC) Til LOMAS SA Be 
, no ( ot LLB JNO SSS aS i ipl 
ft eas) 5 tilt 
‘sito Kall 
) { ( 
4 4 
ad ? 7 4 7 . 
Oo ibd. DAB Dae: nate 


hn ’ Os, 16: ihe S48, Ho ' 
r 


Pray on BE agit. 


id [vw ie a 7) 
a f ae 


ch barat BI \T0 


Berea APY! uit 


Jo.34 - March 1, 1954 


meemed Dy a picture of a lily, this scroll will list the six basic 
principles of a Christian home: family worship, Bible reading, happy home 
Circle, working together, love toward nei ighbors and the practicing of all 
these doctorines. With each principle a Bible reading is quoted. This is 
an attempt to Christianize Japanese families and also to show what a 
Ulristian home should be. 


MNISSLON CF THE CHURCH’ CONFERENCE FINDINGS DISCUSSED 


' The conclusions of the recent Kyodan conference on"The Mission of the 
Bhurch" were explored, and Arrangements were made for implementing many of 
their specific recommendations of the recent Kyodan conference on The Mission 
# the Church at the Executive Committee meeting at Ito from Jan. 22-25. 

6 District chairmen and 20 other conference leaders from all over Japan 
leard the report of the continuing committee which has been exploring the 
findings of the conference during the past few months. Lay Evangelism and 
Buewardship were given special attention during this 2 day session. 

The fine spirit of unity and apEnce of any friction along former denomin- 
Mtiorial lines which had characterized the conference last fall, continued to 
dominate the Executive Conmittee meeting held on the last 2 days of the 
Program. The district chairman again joined the Executive Committee for the 
meetings, and every district in Japan was well represented. 


NcC TO HOLD 7TH GENEKAL ASSEMBLY MARCH 23-25 


®  # The 7th General Assembly of the NCC will meet from March 23-25 at the 
Weanza Church in Tokyo to hear reports of the past years activities and go 
Mover plans for the coming year. The second day of the meeting will be devoted 
to the Centenary Movement session and will be followed in the evening by a 
Special mass meeting at Kyoritsu Public Hali. ovr. Kagawa, and Dr. Brunner 
will speak at the meeting, which will open to the general public 

7 The cornerstone for the new AVACO building on the Aoyama Gakuin campus 
Will be officially laid at a ceremony on March 24, and all the delegates to 


é 


the meeting will be invited. 
SURISTIAN LITERATURE COMMISSION HOLDS BOARD MEETING 


The 5th meeting -of the Board of the NCC Literature Commission held on 
Wan. 25. Incluced on the agenda were the following: Approval of the new 
@constitution of the magazine "New Age"; Approval of the budget (revised) for 
| 1954; a decision to turn over complete publication of the monthly magazine 
Church Education" to the Church School Department as of the first of April. 
(This fy. magazine for SS teachers has been published poled by two 
ae? Stents). 


The "Christian Handbook on Communism" is now available in Japanese, the 
Literature Department also announces. 


2ND NCVEL CONTEST WINNERS ANNOUNCED 


A teacher, a minister and the wife of a government office were the first 
_prize winners in the second novel writing contest sponsored by the NCC 
Literature Meme. Chosen from a group of 76, their novels rec eived prizes of 
20,000, 10,000 and-5.,000 yen res spectively. The first prize winner, Miss 
Nobuko Kaibera, beachers in Himeji end is & member oi Himeji Wako Church. 
Her novel was entitled "Grass & Flow2r", tr. Kazuya Fuji, Kyodan minister 
on Fukushima, won the second prize with his novel “By the River Yodo". He 
falSo0 won second prize in last year's contest. The third prize winner "Life 
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istory of an Old Man" was written by Mrs. Nobuko Kato, wife of a government 
efficer in Ehime Prefecture. Mrs. Kato also teaches dress making and is a 
ember of Matsuyama Church. 


BIBLE SOCIETY COLLECTING SIGNATURES FOR "GOOD WILL" AUTOGRAPH BOOK 


"Good Will Autograph Books" will be presented from countries all over 
#he world at the 150th anniversary celebration of the Bible Society in 
london on May 7. The Japan Bible Society hopes to collect 5,000 signatures 
n its Autograph Book, and has started with that of Prime Minister Yoshida. 
he "fee" for signing will be a 300 yen contribution to the JBS. About 15% 
f the total receipts will be sent to the English Bible Society as an 
anniversary present, and the rest will be used by the society here in Japan. 
Mr. Miyakoda, general secretary of the JBS, and Mr. Motoo Sakata, a Chris 
sinessman who is a JBS trustee, will attend the London meeting as 
Tepresentatives of the JBS and will present the Autograph Book along with thoze 
f the 23 other countries which have Bible Societys. 


| vee HOME FOR US SERVIGEMEN PLANNED FOR TACHIKAWA AREA 


Following the notable success of the "Friendship Home for Servicemen” at 
ure during the past year, plans are being made to start another center in 
Wachikawa. A local commission of pastors has been organized by the NCC and 
Will begin work on March 18. The Tachikawa local commission will sponsor 
the work,of which Chuhachi Eguchi, pastor of Tachikawa Kyodan Church is 
Chairman. At present the commission will operate from an office in the 
l@achikawa church but it is hoped that a building will be found later to 
Serve as a center for the project. In the meantime, the commission will 
(work with the army chaplains to plan activities in which the US security 
forces and the people of the area can become better acquainted. They will 
™rovide an outlet for servicemen who wish to help in community projects, 
‘And will help form groups of interested men to attend various Japanese 
Churches for tea ceremony and doll festival programs, and other activities. 


CMs WOMEN'S WORK SECR&TARY IN TOKYO 
"Miss Belva Dreese, secretary for women's work for the Disciples of 

‘& rist, is in Japan for a months study of the work here. Following this, 
she will proceed to the Philippines where she will help advise the womens 
jJepartment of the evangelical church there. 
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